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Spring 2007

January 30 – April 17, 2007

List your neighborhood strengths:

· Lots of activities

· Lots of people

· Enterprise & business

· Large population of homeowners

· High traffic volume

· Pride- tattoos, not litter baskets

· Good walking area – schools, stores (variety) parks, library, churches, all very close

· Feeling of community (we’re all in it together)

· Bus lines

· Solid infrastructure
· History

· Proximity to downtown

· Historic African American community

· Wonderful community center

· Many churches

· A school

· Some improvements are in the offing for the future, or so we are told

· Downtown location

· Great architecture

· Friendly neighbors

· Great walking neighborhood

· Diverse

· Kids & dogs

· Close to Frankfort Ave. shops

· Properties well maintained and/or renovated

· Character
· Relatively free of crime

· Mostly employed/professionals

· Fairly safe

· People in the neighborhood are friendly

· Small amount of litter

· A lot of the residents grew up in the neighborhood

· Residents are aware and know each other

· They respect each other

· There are the houses of worship

· Street lights

· Working class

· Police presence

· Parks

· Walk to many stores, hardware stores, parks, restaurants, the library, etc.

· Very centrally located

· Feels very safe (except when bars let out)

· People know each other

· Lots of neighborhood hangouts, ie, little pubs & restaurants in walking distance, entertainment
· Relatively strong community & neighborhood association

· The strengths in my neighborhood are that they are always trying to improve.  Either financially, education wise or with a job

· Beautiful buildings (amazingly beautiful)

· Sense of identity
· Diversity (racial, economic, political)

· Established festival (St. James, Garden Show, Holiday tour)

· Neighbors know each other

· Neighbors watch out for others

· Property owners take good care of their property, interact with each other, value overall landscaping and look of subdivision

· Quiet and peaceful

· Close to amenities by car

· Sidewalks throughout subdivision

· Safe and well light

· Trees and green space

· Older and established

· No Thru streets

· Family history in the neighborhood (grew up there and raise children there)

· Well established

· Very organized and best practices established

· Many volunteers help out throughout the year

· Many special events that are fun and encourage resident relationships

· Great streets for bike riding

· St. Catherine is cut off by the railroad tracks and kids can play in the street and cars can’t drive in front
· Some caring landlords

· Lots of musicians and story tellers

· Lots of renovations going on

· Active civic club board

· Folks are welcoming, hard working, and want good for their home area

· Beautification-minded

· Bus service to schools of choice

· Convenient to all major interstates

· Affordable homes

· Safe Place in walking distance

· Where I grew up

· Block watch
List your neighborhood challenges:

· Loitering, Teenagers congregating
· Trash (from businesses, dumping, litter, run down and burnt old factory building)
· Vacant housing, Slum lords, dilapidated buildings, empty lots, absentee landlords 
· Poor representation in local government

· Traffic, parking, infrastructure

· Bad lighting

· Noise, airport noise
· Crime, abuse, drugs, prostitution, burglary and theft, 

· Poverty, unemployment

· Apathy, getting people involved to make changes, getting people to show up for programs

· Poor education

· Chemical dependency

· Eroding family structures

· Few places to shop

· CSX Train lines

· Poorly maintained alleys

· Not a high priority for snow removal

· Frequent power interruptions

· Stay or loose dogs, some dogs left outside 24/7

· Disorganized

· Recycling pick up, trash collection

· Lack of unity

· Residents put unwanted items out on the curb at all times and not in relation to designated junk pick up dates

· Not able to support/assist one another more than normal

· Financial assistance to neighbors in need

· Abandoned vehicles, parked cars leaking oil
· Too many bars / noise and drunk people at 4:00 AM

· Too expensive to buy a house there

· Changing demographics (younger families moving in and need to integrate with the existing NH), rapidly changing and fear of new people
· Youth causing crime

· Transient population / renters, increasing rental and decreasing in home ownership
· Halfway houses

· Lack of appreciation from Mayor’s office

· Poor police presence

· Deed restrictions

· Property owners not working with the board and don’t see why it makes a difference

· Landscape uniformity

· Pedestrian walks and crossways

· No identity

· No bike paths

· No connection for walking to amenities outside the subdivision, major streets outside subdivision not safe for pedestrian traffic, can not walk to anything in J-town or on Hurstbourne lane

· No neighborhood events or outreach, no one knows each other

· Language barriers, different cultures

· No pride in property upkeep

· No park or playground for children

· Decline in the areas surrounding our immediate neighborhood

· Reserve planning  - now fiscally sound and needs to keep it that way, community facilities and landscaped grounds are 20 years old

· No room for trees/greening

· Park could be improved

· Paying yearly dues

· Business diversity

· Divisiveness

· Institutions leaving

· Historic preservation

· Working parents leaving children alone
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