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Asset – n. property that has a market value; anything useful or appealing

Base – n. a foundation; a starting point

Community – n. society in general; those who share a common interest

Development – n. a community where numerous dwellings are located

Community Development is the process by which local capacities are identified and mobilized.  This mobilization mainly involves connecting people with capacitates to:


Other people


Local associations


Local businesses


Local institutions


Capital and credit

Therefore, growing community power requires local groups focus upon connecting people’s capacities so they can be useful.

Steps to Asset Based Community Development:

Step 1:

Capacity Inventory

Step 2:

Connecting Capacity Inventory

Step 3:

Community Inventory

Step 4:

Connecting Community Inventory

Step 5:
Mapping Your Neighborhood Assets to Discover Potential Partners

Source:  Kretzmann, John P. & McKnight, John L.  “Building Communities From the Inside Out: A Path Toward Finding and Mobilizing a Community’s Assets”; 1993:  ACTA Publications, Chicago.
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